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LEPROSY

WHY THIS ANCIENT DISEASE
PERSISTS
Interview with Bill Gallo from the Global Partnership for Zero Leprosy
Leprosy is not a disease of the past. Every year 200,000 new
patients are diagnosed. When we talk about leprosy, we have to
keep in mind poverty. “Leprosy impacts those who are living in
poverty the most.”
“Leprosy is a bacterial infection, and it is treated with a highly effective
antibiotic regimen. Persons affected by leprosy experience stigma because
many people mistake the disease to be highly contagious. But the truth is that
leprosy is curable. If it’s caught early, it doesn’t lead to any long-term disability.”
Treatment alone will not bring us to zero leprosy. “It’s really poverty, stigma,
and discrimination that remain great challenges, and they present barriers to
adequate treatment and care,” Bill says.
The final takeaway? “Leprosy is curable, and treatment is available,” says
Gallo, “but there are still 5 million people living with leprosy-related disability
and stigma even after they’ve been cured.” In this challenging year, when the
pandemic is increasing poverty, we need social interventions in addition to
medical interventions to help leprosy-affected individuals.

YOUR LIFECHANGING GIFT
25 $	Monthly MDT drug
distribution.
50 $	Distribution of food
and hygiene kit.
100 $	COVID-19 Emergency
Fund to maintain leprosy programs.
250 $	All the care required
to heal a new patient.
500 $	A medical team visits
an underprivileged area.

Thank you!

YOUR SUPPORT
HAS NEVER BEEN
MORE CRUCIAL.
You make everything
we do possible.

Together!

Together we will win
our fight against leprosy.
By working together, our combined
efforts will go even further.
DETACH HERE 5

I GIVE $

I enclose a cheque payable to Leprosy Relief
I want my donation to be deducted from my credit card

Give by phone at 514 744-3199
or 1 866 744-3199.
Give securely online at www.slc-lr.ca.

Expiry Date:

/

Signature:
I prefer my receipt by EMAIL.
My email address is:
A tax receipt is issued for any donation

May 2021

NEW FACE
FOR LEPROSY

The “New Face for Leprosy” project shows people
affected by leprosy experiencing everyday life, working, and having a family. Affected people have told
us stories about their lives to reassure newly affected
individuals.
“I am called Shelemew. I am 18 years old. I am affected by leprosy. My mother had leprosy and passed
away. A neighbor brought me for treatment. I took
one year of treatment and got severe pains and e
 nded
up being admitted to Alert Hospital. Gradually, I have
been getting better and better. I have seen many
badly affected people managing with daily life. I feel
I can work and live well. With a friend with leprosy,
I work as a shoeshiner, and we help each other out.
I am young, and I plan to do many things.”

LEPROSY RELIEF – 60 YEARS
Leprosy Relief Canada was founded in 1961 to combat leprosy and has since developed into a leading international
organization in leprosy control. Leprosy Relief Canada focuses on actions to detect, treat, educate and rehabilitate.
The work of Leprosy Relief Canada has been made possible
thanks to generous contributions of donors.
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YOUR WORDS
"This is my donation in memory of my dear parents.
By supporting your cause that was so important to
them, I am happy to continue this tradition. Thank you
for all the good you do."

L

L.A.

“I can’t wait for this disease to be eradicated everywhere on the planet! Congrats on your dedication.”

M

Mary

BECOME A MONTHLY DONOR
I authorize Leprosy Relief to take a donation of

“It is essential to read the stories of people who live with
this severe disease. It opens our eyes to the courage of
these individuals.”

F

Françoise

“My wife and I wish to help new patients receiving
monthly medication. God bless you.”

C

Cecil

I enclose a "VOID" cheque
I want my donation to be deducted from my credit card

$
Expiry Date:
The first day of each month
Every 2 months

/

Signature:

Every 3 months

You will receive a cumulative tax receipt annually. You can
cancel or change your scheduled donations at any time.

Other:

Charity Number : 103115812RR0001
Leprosy Relief is committed to keeping all donor information confidential.

